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         INTRODUCTION  

 Poverty has been defined as a situation in which a person fails to earn sufficient 

income to buy bare means of subsistence.  

 Rapid growth of population particularly among the poor population is considered a 

major cause of Indian Poverty.  

 Our agricultural sector has failed to generate much employment opportunities for 

the farm labourers.  

 Unequal distribution of land due to which rural poor could not improve the way of 

living.  

 Poverty line is measured on the basis of income and consumption method.  

 According to World Bank a person earning less than $ 1.90 per day is an example 

of extreme economic poverty.  

  

  

  

     Question/ Answers  

    

         Q1. Define:-  

        Ans. (1) Poverty-  It is a situation in which a person is not being able to meet the basic 

necessities of life.  

(2) Social Exclusion- It can be seen in terms of the poor having to leave only in the poor 

surroundings with poor people. They are excluded from enjoying the company of better off people 

in better surroundings.  

(3) Vulnerability- It is a measure of probability that the person will be poor in the coming years. 

The vulnerable groups include SCs, STs, OBCs and women and old and physically challenged.  



            

        Q2. How is poverty viewed by Social Scientist?  

        Ans. Since poverty has many facets, social scientist look at it through a variety of indicators. 

These indicators are:-  

1. Illiteracy level  

2. Malnutrition  

3. Lack of job opportunities  

4. Lack of access to health care  

5. Lack of access to safe drinking water and sanitation  

  

  

      Q3. Mention the social and economic groups who are more vulnerable to poverty in India. 

Explain the reasons of poverty in such communities.  

     Ans. Scheduled caste and Scheduled Tribes are the most vulnerable groups in India. The reasons 

for poverty are:-  

1. People from such communities are excluded from equal opportunities and facilities that other 

enjoys.  

2. Illiteracy is the reason for not getting better employment and they started migrating in cities 

for search of jobs and end up as casual labourers.  

     

    Q4. How is poverty line estimated in India?  

    Ans. A poverty  line is an indicator of poverty. It is a level of income which hardly means the 

sustainance. The common method used to measure the poverty are based on income and 

consumption level.  

(1) Income method- As per the poverty line estimation, it is fixed at rupees 816 per person per 

month in rural areas and rupees 1000 per person per month in urban areas.  

(2) Consumption method- The average calorie requirement in India is 2400 calories per person per 

day in rural areas and 2100 calories per person per day in urban areas.  

The people who satisfy the above mentioned income and consumption level will come on the 

poverty line.  

  

  

  



  

    Q5. What are the causes of poverty in India?  

   Ans. (1)  Illiteracy- Lack of proper education will lead to unemployment and low standard of 

living among the Indians.  

(2) Unemployment- The lack of job opportunities in India is a major reason for poverty.  

(3) Rapid increase in population- People started migrating from one place to another in search of 

better opportunities and the resources to satisfy their are needs limited which gives rise to 

poverty in India.  

(4) Decline in handicrafts- The policies of the colonial government destroys the traditional 

handicrafts like textiles, make the people jobless.  

(5) Rise of capital intensive work- Demand of machine made products are responsible for the 

decline of labour intensive work. Many people who are not educated were removed from the job 

give rise to poverty in India.  

(6) Unequal distribution of income- The main reason is the unequal distribution of land, indebtness 

of the farmers and low growth of agriculture.  

  

  

Q6. What are the various measures to reduce poverty in India on the basis of economic 

growth?  

Ans. (1) Increase in literacy level- Universalisation of elementary education, setting up schools 

in rural areas, appointment of specialised teachers, enrollment of poor children can help in 

reducing poverty.  

(2)Job opportunities -Government should provide various job opportunities in government 

sector as well as for the labours so that more people were employed.  

(3) Equal distribution of income- In order to shortened the gap between rich and poor the 

government should put taxation policies on rich people and provide subsidy to the poor people.  

(4) Complete distribution system- The government should set up many ration shops so 

that the below poverty line people can have access to the good food crop at a subsidised rate 

through public distribution system.  

(5) Improvement in agriculture- Better agricultural techniques, better irrigation facilities 

and education for the farmers helps in improving the standard of living among the rural areas 

and thus helps in reducing the poverty.  

(6) Credit facilities- The government should set of banks in rural areas so that the rural 

people will not be exploited by the zamindars  and can take the loans from the government 

banks at low rate of interest.  

 



 

 

    

Q7. What are the reasons for inaffectiveness of PAPs?  

     Ans . (1) Lack of proper implementation and right targeting.  

(2) Overlapping of schemes  

(3) The benefit of these schemes do not reach the deserving poor completely.  

(4) The major emphasis in recent years is on monitoring for all the PAPs.  

  

  

   Q8. What are the various PAPs ( Poverty Alleviation Programs) introduced by the 

government to remove poverty?  

  Ans (1) Prime Minister Rozgar Yojana (1993)- The aim is to create self employment 

opportunities in rural areas for educated unemployed youth. They help in setting up small business 

and industries.  

(2) Rural Employment Generation Programme (1995) - The aim is to create self employment 

opportunities in the rural areas and small towns.  

(3) Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (1999) – The aim is to bring the poor families above 

poverty line by organising them into self help groups through bank credit and government 

subsidy.  

(4) Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana (2000) - The central government is giving assistance to 

the states for basic services like health, primary education, rural shelter, drinking water and 

electricification.  

(5) Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment guarantee act (2005) – The aim is to provide 

hundred days of employment to those who are living below poverty line in rural areas.  

  

  Q9. Why poverty still a challenge for Indian government?  

  Ans. (1) Though, poverty  has declined in India, poverty reduction remains India’s most 

compelling challenge.  

(2) Wide disparities are visible between rural and urban areas and among the states.  

(3) Certain social and economic groups are most vulnerable to poverty.  

  

  



  

     



  


